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Description 

[0001] The present invention relates to novel 2' ( 3'-dideoxy-3'-fluoro-purine nucleoside compounds, physiologically 
functional derivatives thereof, processes for their preparation, pharmaceutical formulations containing them and the 

5 use of such analogues and derivative compounds in therapy, particularly the treatment or prophylaxis of viral infections. 
[0002] One group of viruses which has assumed a particular importance is the retroviruses. Retroviruses form a sub- 
group of RNA viruses which, in order to replicate, must first 'reverse transcribe* the RNA of their genome into DNA 
(transcription' conventionally describes the synthesis of RNA from DNA). Once in the form of DNA, the viral genome 
may be incorporated into the host cell genome, allowing it to take advantage of the host cell's transcription/translation 

io machinery for the purposes of replication. Once incorporated, the viral DNA is virtually indistinguishable from the host's 
DNA and, in this state, the virus may persist for the life of the cell. 

[0003] A species of retrovirus, Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV), has been reproducibly isolated from humans 
with Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) or with the symptoms that frequently precede AIDS. AIDS is an 
immunosuppressive or immunodestructive disease that predisposes subjects to fatal opportunistic infections. Charac- 
15 teristically, Al DS is associated with a progressive depletion of T-cells, especially the helper-inducer subset bearing the 
OKT 4 surface marker. HIV is cytopathic and appears to preferentially infect and destroy T-cells bearing the OKT 4 
marker and it is now generally recognised that HIV is the etiological agent of AIDS. 

[0004] Since the discovery that HIV is the etiological agent of AIDS, numerous proposals have been made for anti- 
HIV chemotherapeutic agents that may be effective in treating AIDS. Thus, for example, European Patent Specification 

20 No. 196185 describes 3'-azido-3'-deoxythymidine (which has the approved name zidovudine), its pharmaceuticalty 
acceptable derivatives and their use in the treatment of human retrovirus infections including AIDS and associated 
clinical conditions. Other nucleoside derivatives which have been suggested for the treatment of HIV infections include 
the 3'-fluoronucleosides described in European Patent No. 0 254 268. European Patent Specification No. 0 317 128 
discloses certain 3'-fluoro-purine and pyrimidine nucleoside analogues having anti-HIV activity. 

25 [0005] Another group of viral pathogens of major consequence worldwide are the hepatitis viruses, in particular 
hepatitis B virus (HBV). HBV is most common in Asian countries and prevalent in sub-Saharan Africa. The virus is 
etiologically associated with primary hepatocellular carcinoma and is thought to cause 80% of the world's liver cancer. 
In the United States more than ten thousand people are hospitalised for HBV-related illness each year and an average 
of 250 die with fulminant disease. The United States currently contains an estimated pool of 500,000-1 million infectious 

30 carriers. Chronic active hepatitis will develop in over 25% of carriers and often progresses to cirrhosis. It is estimated 
that 5000 people die from HBV related cirrhosis each year in the USA and that perhaps 1000 die from HBV-related 
liver cancer. Thus, there is a great need for effective antiviral agents, both to control the chronic infection and to reduce 
progression to hepatocellular carcinoma. 

[0006] Clinical effects of infection with HBV range from headache to fever, malaise, nausea, vomiting, anorexia and 
35 abdominal pains. Replication of the virus is usually controlled by the immune response, with a course of recovery 
lasting weeks or months in humans, but infection may be more severe leading to persistent chronic liver disease as 
outlined above. In "Fields Virology" (Volume 2 Ed., Fields et al (1990) Raven, New York), Chapters 76 and 77 describe 
the etiology of viral hepatitis infections. 

[0007] The anti-HIV and -HBV activity of the compound 2',3 , -dideoxy-3'-fluoroadenine and 2',3'-dideoxy-3 , -fluoro- 

40 guanosine is described in International Patent Specification No. WO 88/00050. 

[0008] We have now identified certain 2',3'-dideoxy-3'-fluoro-purine nucleoside analogues and salts, esters or phys- 
iologically functional derivatives thereof, which have unexpectedly been found suitable for use as antiviral agents. 
[0009] European Patent Specifications No. EP 0 31 7 1 28 and EP 0 409 227 disclose certain 2',3'-dideoxy-3'-fluoro- 
purine-nucleosides. However, there is no disclosure of the compounds of formula (I) infra . 

45 [0010] According to one aspect, the present invention provides a compound of formula (I) 
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F 

wherein: 
20 Ri is amino; 

R 2 represents -NR 4 R 5 wherein R 4 and R 5 together with the N atom to which they are attached form a 4-membered 
heterocyclic ring, which ring is bonded to the purine base via the nitrogen atom or OR 8 where R 8 represents 
C3^cycloalky 1-0^3 alky! or C^ 0 aryl C^_ 3 alkyl; 

25 

and R 3 is hydrogen 

or a physiologically functional derivative thereof. 

30 [0011] As used herein, the term alkyl as a group or part of a group means a straight or branched chain alkyl group. 
Such alkyl preferably have 1 to 3 carbon atoms and more preferably are methyl or ethyl, most preferably methyl. 
[0012] Representative compounds of the invention include: 

2-amino-6-benzyloxy-9-(2,3-dideoxy-3-fluorc-p-D-erythro-pentCHfuranosyl)-9H-purine; 
35 2-amincH6-azetidinyl-9-(2,3-dideoxy-3-fluor^ 

and their physiologically functional derivaitves thereof. 

[0013] The compounds of formula (I) and their physiologically functional derivatives are hereinafter referred to as 
compounds according to the invention. 
40 [0014] In another aspect of the present invention there are provided the compounds according to the invention for 
use in therapy more particularly for use as an antiviral agent, especially for the treatment of hepatitis or retroviral 
infections of animals, which term is intended to include humans, wooden ucks and ducks. 

[0015] Examples of retroviral infections which may be treated or prevented in accordance with the invention include 
human retroviral infections such as Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV), for example, HIV-1 or HIV-2, and Human 

45 T-cell Lymphotropic Virus (HLTV), for example, HTLV-I or HTLV-I I, infections. The compounds according to the invention 
are especially useful for the treatment of AIDS and related clinical conditions such as AIDS-related complex (ARC), 
progressive generalized lymphadenopathy (PGL), Kaposi's sarcoma, thrombocytopenic purpura, AIDS-related neuro- 
logical conditions, such as multiple sclerosis or tropical paraperesis, and also anti-HIV antibody-positive and HIV- 
positive conditions, including such conditions in asymptomatic patients. 

50 [0016] The compounds according to the invention may also be used in the treatment of psoriasis. 

[0017] An example of a hepatitis infection which may be treated or prevented in accordance with the invention is an 
hepatitis B virus infection. 

[0018] In a further aspect of the present invention there is included: 

55 a) the use of a compound according to the invention for the manufacture of a medicament for the treatment or 

prevention of the symptoms or effects of a viral infection, particularly a hepatitis or retroviral infection in an infected 
animal, for example, a mammal, such as a human. According to a particular embodiment of this aspect of the 
invention, the viral infection is an HBV or HIV infection. 
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b) the use of a compound according to the invention for the manufacture of a medicament for the prophylaxis of 
a viral infection, particularly an HBV or HIV infection in an animal, for example, a mammal including a human. 

c) the use of a compound according to the invention for the manufacture of a medicament for the treatment of an 
animal subject suffering from or liable to suffer from a viral infection. 

5 

[0019] As used herein, the term "physiologically functional derivative" means any physiologically acceptable salt, 
ester, or salt of such ester, of a compound of formula (I) or a compound which upon administration to the recipient, is 
capable of providing (directly or indirectly) such a compound or an antivirally active metabolite or residue thereof. For 
example, it is within the scope of the invention to replace the H of the OH group at the 5 - position is replaceable by a 

10 potentially hydrolysable group such as acyl or alkyl. 

[0020] Preferred esters of the compounds of formula (I) included within the scope of the inventbn as physiologically 
functional derivatives include carboxylic acid esters in which the non-carbonyl moiety of the carboxylic acid portion of 
the ester grouping is selected from straight or branched chain alkyl (for example, methyl, n-propyl, t-butyl, or n-butyl), 
cycloalkyl, alkoxyalkyl (for example, methoxymethyl), aralkyl (for example, benzyl), arybxyalkyl (for example, phe- 

15 noxymethyl), aryl (for example, phenyl optionally substituted by, for example, halogen, C,^ alkyl, or alkoxy), or 
amino; sulphonate esters, such as alkyl- or aralkylsulphonyl (for example, methanesulphonyl); amino acid esters (for 
example, L-valyl or L-isoleucyl); and mono-, di-, or tri-phosphate esters. In such esters, unless otherwise specified, 
any alkyl moiety present advantageously contains from 1 to 18 carbon atoms, particularly from 1 to 6 carbon atoms, 
more particularly from 1 to 4 carbon atoms. Any cycloalkyl moiety present in such esters advantageously contains from 

so 3 to 6 carbon atoms. Any aryl moiety present in such esters advantageously comprises a phenyl group. Any reference 
to any of the above compounds also includes a reference to a physiologically acceptable salt thereof. 
[0021] Examples of physiologically acceptable salts of the compounds of formula (I) and physiologically acceptable 
derivatives thereof include salts derived from an appropriate base, such as an alkali metal (for example, sodium), an 
alkaline earth (for example, magnesium), ammonium and NXf (wherein X is C^alkyl). Physiologically.acceptable 

25 salts of an hydrogen atom or an amino group include salts of organic carboxylic acids such as acetic, lactic, tartaric, 
malic, isethionic, lactobionic and succinic acids; organic sulfonic acids, such as methanesulphonic, ethanesulphonic, 
benzenesulphonic and p-toluenesulphonic acids, and inorganic acids, such as hydrochloric, sulphuric, phosphoric and 
sulphamic acids. Physiologically acceptable salts of a compound of an hydroxy group include the anion of said com- 
pound in combination with a suitable cation such as Na + , NH 4 + and NX^ (wherein X is a C,^ alkyl group). 

30 [0022] For therapeutic use, salts of compounds of formula (I) will be physiologically acceptable, i.e. they will be salts 
derived from a physiologically acceptable acid or base. However, salts of acids or bases which are not physiologically 
acceptable may also find use, for example, in the preparation or purification of a physiologically acceptable compound. 
All salts, whether or not derived from a physiologically acceptable acid or base, are within the scope of the present 
invention. 

35 [0023] The compounds according to the invention may be employed alone or in combination with other therapeutic 
agents for the treatment of the above infections or conditions. Combination therapies according to the present invention 
comprise the administration of at least one compound of the formula (I) or a physiologically functional derivative thereof 
and at least one other pharmaceutically active ingredient. The active ingredient(s) and pharmacologically active agents 
may be administered together or separately and, when administered separately this may occur simultaneously or 

to sequentially in any order. The amounts of the active ingredient(s) and pharmacologically active agent(s) and the relative 
timings of administration will be selected in order to achieve the desired combined therapeutic effect. Preferably the 
combination therapy involves the administration of one compound of the formula (I), or a physiologically functional 
derivative thereof and one of the agents mentioned herein below. 

[0024] Examples of such further therapeutic agents include agents that are effective for the treatment of HI V infections 
45 or associated conditions such as S'-azido-S'-deoxythymidine (zidovudine), other ^.S'-dideoxynucleosides such as 2\ 
3'-dideoxycytidine, 2 , ,3'-dideoxyadenosine and Z.S'-dideoxyinosine, carbovir, acyclic nucleosides (for example, acy- 
clovir), 2\3'<Jidehydrothymidine, protease inhibitors such as N4ert-butyl-dechydro-2-[-2(R)-hydroxy-4-phenyl-3(S)-[ 
[N-(2Kjuinolylcarbonyl)-L-asparginyl]bu (Ro 31-8959), oxathiolan nucle- 

oside analogues such as cjs-1 -(2-hydroxymethyl)-1 ,3-oxathiolan-5-yl)-cytosine or cis-1 -(2-(hydroxymethyl)-1 ,3-oxathi- 
50 olan-5-yl)-5-ftuoro-cytosine, S'-deoxy-S'-fluoro- thymidine, 2 , ,3'-dideoxy-5-ethynyl-3 , -fluorouridine, 5-chloro-2'3'-dide- 
oxy-3'fluorouridine, Ribavirin, 9-[4-hydroxy-2-(hydroxymethyl)but-1-yI]guanine(H2G), TAT inhibitors such as 7-chloro- 
5-(2-pyrryl)-3H-1 ,4-benzodiazepin-2(H)one (Ro5-3335), or 7-chloro-1 t 3-dihydro-5-(1 H-pyrrol-2-yl)-3H-1 ^-benzodi- 
azepine-amine (Ro24-7429) interferons such as a-interf eron, renal excretion inhibitors such as probenecid, nucleoside 
transport inhibitors such as dipyridamole; pentoxifylline, NAcetylCysteine, Procysteine, a-trichosanthin, phosphono- 
55 formic acid, as well as immunodulators such as interleukin II, granulocyte macrophage colony stimulating factors, 
erythropoetin, soluble CD 4 and genetically engineered derivatives thereof. Examples of such further therapeutic agents 
which are effective for the treatment of HBV infections include carbovir, oxathiolan nucleoside analogues such as cis- 
1 -(2-hydroxymethyl)-1 ,3oxathiolan-5-yl)-cytosine or cjs-1 -(2-(hydroxymethyl)-1 ,3oxathiolan-5-yl-5-fluora<:ytosine, 
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^.S'-dideoxy-S-ethynyl-S'-fluorouridine, S-chloro^'.^-dideoxy-S'-fluorouridine, 1-(f*-D-arabinofuranosyl)-5-propynylu- 
racil, acyclovir and interferons, such as a interferon. 

[0025] More preferably the combination therapy involves the administration of one of the above-mentioned agents 
together with one of the compounds of formula (I) specifically named herein. 
s [0026] The present invention further provides pharmaceutical formulations of the compounds according to the in- 
vention, also referred to herein as active ingredients, which may be administered for therapy to a mammal including a 
human (the recipient 1 ) by any suitable route appropriate to the clinical condition to be treated; suitable routes include 
oral, rectal, nasal, topical (including buccal, sublingual and transdermal), vaginal and parenteral (including subcutane- 
ous, intramuscular, intravenous and intradermal). It will be appreciated that the preferred route will vary with the con- 
to dition, weight, age and sex of the recipient, the nature of the infection and the chosen active ingredient 

[0027] The amount of a compound of the invention required for the treatment of the above named viral infections, 
including HBV and HIV infections will depend on a number of factors including the severity of the condition to be treated 
and the identity of the recipient and will ultimately be at the discretion of the attendant physician. 
[0028] In general, a suitable dose for the treatment of a viral infection, such as in HBV or HIV infection, is in the range 
is 0.5 to 120 mg per kilogram body weight of the recipient per day, preferably in the range 1 to 90 mg per kilogram body 
weight per day and most preferably in the range 2 to 60 mg per kilogram body weight per day An optimum dose is 
about 10 mg per kilogram body weight per day. Unless otherwise indicated all weights of active ingredients are calcu- 
lated as the parent compounds of formula (I). In the case of a physiologically acceptable salt, ester or other physio- 
logically functional derivative of a compound of formula (I) or a solvate of any thereof the figures would be increased 
20 proportionately. The desired dose is preferably presented as two, three, four, five, six, or more sub-doses administered 
at appropriate intervals throughout the day. These sub-doses may be administered in unit dosage forms, for example, 
containing from 1 to 1500 mg, preferably from 5 to 1000 mg, most preferably from 10 to 700 mg of active ingredient 
per unit dosage form. Alternatively, if the condition of the recipient so requires the dose may be administered as a 
continuous infusion. 

25 [0029] Ideally, the active ingredient should be administered to achieve peak plasma concentrations of the active 
compound of from about 0.25 to about 100 uM preferably from about 0.5 to 70 u,M, most preferably from about 1 to 
about 50 u,M. This may be achieved, for example, by the intravenous injection of a 0.1 to 5% w/v solution of the active 
ingredient, optionally in saline, or orally administered, for example, as a tablet, capsule, or syrup containing from about 
0.5 to about 100 mg/kg of the active ingredient. Desirable blood levels may be maintained by a continuous infusion to 

30 provide from about 0.01 to about 5.0 mg/kg/hour or by intermittent infusions containing from about 0.4 to about 1 5 mg/ 
kg of the active ingredient. 

[0030] While it is possible for the active ingredient to be administered alone, it is preferable to present it as a phar- 
maceutical formulation. The formulations of the present invention comprise at least one active ingredient, as defined 
above, together with one or more acceptable carriers thereof and, optionally, one or more other therapeutic agents. 
35 Each carrier must be "acceptable" in the sense of being compatible with the other ingredients of the formulation and 
not injurious to the patient. 

[0031] Formulations of the invention include those suitable for administration by any of the aforementioned routes 
whjch may conveniently be presented in unit dosage form and may be prepared by any method well know in the art 
of pharmacy. Such methods include the step of bringing into association the active ingredient with the carrier which 
40 constitutes one or more accessory ingredients. In general, the formulations are prepared by uniformly and intimately 
bringing into association the active ingredient with liquid carriers or finely divided solid carriers, or both, and then, if 
necessary, shaping the product. 

[0032] Formulations of the present invention suitable for oral administration may be presented as discrete units such 
as capsules, cachets or tablets each containing a predetermined amount of the active ingredient; as a powder or 
45 granules; as a solution or suspension in an aqueous or non-aqueous liquid; or as an oil-in-water liquid emulsion or a 
water-in-oil liquid emulsion. The active ingredient may also be presented as a bolus, electuary, or paste or may be 
contained within liposomes. 

[0033] A tablet may be made by compression or moulding, optionally with one or more accessory ingredients. Com- 
pressed tablets may be prepared by compressing in a suitable machine the active ingredient in a free-flowing form 

50 such as a powder or granules, optionally mixed with a binder (for example, povidone, gelatin, hydroxypropylmethyl 
cellulose), lubricant, inert diluent, preservative, disintegrant (for example, sodium starch glycol late, cross-linked povi- 
done, crossed-linked sodium carboxmethyl cellulose), or a surface-active or dispersing agent. Moulded tablets may 
be made by moulding in a suitable machine a mixture of the powdered compound moistened with an inert liquid diluent. 
The tablets may optionally be coated or scored and may be formulated so as to provide slow or controlled release of 

55 the active ingredient therein using, for example, hydroxypropylmethyl cellulose in varying proportions to provide the 
desired release profile or to be soluble or effervescent when added to liquid. Tablets may optionally be provided with 
an enteric coating, to provide release in parts of the gut other than the stomach. 

[0034] Formulations suitable for oral use may also include buffering agents designed to neutralise stomach acidity. 
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Such buffers may be chosen from a variety of organic or inorganic agents such as weak acids or bases admixed with 
their conjugated salts. 

[0035] A capsule may be made by filling a loose or compressed powder on an appropriate filling machine, optionally 
with one or more additives. Examples of suitable additives include binders such as povidone; gelatin, lubricants, inert 

5 diluents and disintegrants as for tablets. Capsules may also be formulated to contain pellets or discrete sub-units to 
provide slow or controlled release of the active ingredient. This can be achieved by extruding and spheronising a wet 
mixture of the drug plus an extrusion aid (for example microcrystalline cellulose) plus a diluent such as lactose. The 
spheroids thus produced can be coated with a semi-permeable membrane (for example ethyl cellulose, Eudragit 
WE30D) to produce sustained release properties. 

10 [0036] An edible foam or whip formulation ideally comprises; 50-70% of an edible oil, particularly a vegetable oil, 
including com oil, peanut oil, sunflower oil, olive oil and soybean oil; 2-10% of one or more surfactants particularly 
lecithin, polyols, polyol polymer esters including glyceryl fatty acid esters, polygfyceryl fatty acid esters (e.g. decaglyc- 
erol tetraoteate), or sorbitan fatty acid esters (e.g. sorbitan monostearate); 1-4% of a propellant which is suitable for 
ingestion, notably a compressed gas propellant especially nitrogen, nitrous oxide or carbon dioxide, or a gaseous 

is hydrocarbon especially propane, butane or isobutane; 0.5-30% of one or more viscosity modifiers of particle size in 
the range 10-50 microns in diameter, particularly powdered sugars or colloidal silicon dioxide; and optionally 0.5-1% 
of one or more suitable, non-toxic colourings, flavourings or sweetners. The active ingredient is preferably present in 
such formulations in a concentration of 1 0-46%, advantageously 30%. An edible foam or whip formulation as described 
above may be prepared in a conventional manner, for example by mixing the edible oil, surfactant(s) and any other 

20 soluble ingredients, adding the viscosity modifier(s) and milling the mixture to form a uniform dispersion and suspension. 
The active ingredient is blended into the milled mixture until evenly dispersed. Finally, a metered quantity of propellant 
is incorporated to the mixture after said mixture has been measured into a suitable dispensing container. 
[0037] Compositions suitable for transdermal administration may be presented as discrete patches adapted to remain 
in intimate contact with the epidermis of the recipient for a prolonged period of time. Such patches suitably contain the 

25 active compound 1) in an optionally buffered, aqueous solution or 2) dissolved in an adhesive or 3) dispersed in a 
polymer. A suitable concentration of the active compound is about 1% to 35%, preferably about 3% to 15%. As one 
particular possibility, the active compound may be delivered from the patch by iontophoresis as generally described in 
Pharmaceutical Research, 3(6), 318 (1986). 

[0038] Pharmaceutical formulations for topical administration according to the present invention may be formulated 
30 as an ointment, cream, suspension, lotion, powder, solution, paste, gel, spray, aerosol or oil. Alternatively, a formulation 
may comprise a dressing such as a bandage or adhesive plaster impregnated with active ingredients and optionally 
one or more excipients or diluents. 

[0039] For infections of the eye or other external tissues, for example mouth and skin, the formulations are preferably 
applied as a topical ointment cream containing the active ingredient in an amount of, for example, 0.075 to 20% wAv, 
35 preferably 0.2 to 1 5% w/w and most preferably 0.5 to 1 0% w/w. When formulated in an ointment, the active ingredients 
may be employed with either a paraffin ic or a water-miscible ointment base. Alternatively, the active ingredients may 
be formulated in a cream with an oil-in-water cream base or as a water-in-oil base. 

[0040] If desired, the aqueous phase of the cream base may include, for example, at least 40-45% w/w of a polyhydric 
alcohol, i.e. an alcohol having two or more hydroxy I groups such as propylene glycol, butane-1 ,3-diol, mannitol, sorbitol, 
40 glycerol and polyethylene glycol and mixtures thereof. The topical formulations may include a compound which en- 
hances absorption or penetration of the active ingredient through the skin or other affected areas. Examples of such 
dermal penetration enhancers include dimethylsulphoxide and related analogues. 

[0041] The oily phase of an emulsion formulation according to the invention may comprise merely an emulsifier 
(otherwise known as an emu I gent), but desirably comprises a mixture of at least one emulsifier with a fat or an oil or 
4$ with both a fat and an oil. Preferably, a hydrophilic emulsifier is included together with a lipophilic emulsifier which acts 
as a stablilizer. It is also preferred to include both an oil and a fat. Together, the emulsifer(s) with or without stabilizer 
(s) make up the so-called emulsifying wax, and the wax together with the oil and/or fat make up the so-called emulsifying 
ointment base which forms the oily phase of the cream formulations. 

[0042] Emulgents and emulsion stabilizers suitable for use in the formulation of the present invention include Tween 
so 60, Span 80, cetostearyl alcohol, myristyl alcohol, glyceryl mono-stearate and sodium lauryl sulphate. 

[0043] The choice of suitable oils or fats for the formulation is based on achieving the desired cosmetic properties, 
since the solubility of the active compound in most oils likely to be used in pharmaceutical emulsion formulations is 
very low. The cream should preferably be a non-greasy, non-staining and washable product with suitable consistency 
to avoid leakage from tubes or other containers. Straight or branched chain, mono- or dibasic alkyl esters such as di- 
ss isoadipate, isocetyl stearate, propylene glycol diester of coconut fatty acids, isopropyl myristate, decyl oleate, isopropyl 
palmitate, butyl stearate, 2-ethylhexyl palmitate or a blend of branched chain esters known as Crodamol CAP may be 
used, the last three being preferred esters. These may be used alone or in combination depending on the properties 
required. Alternatively, high melting point lipids such as white soft paraffin and/or liquid paraffin or other mineral oils 
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can be used. 

[0044] Formulations suitable for topical administration to the eye also include eye drops wherein the active ingredient 
is dissolved or suspended in a suitable carrier, especially an aqueous solvent. The ingredient is preferably present in 
such formulations in a concentration of 0.5 to 20%, advantageously 0.5 to 10%, particularly about 1.5% wAw. 
5 [0045] Formulations suitable for topical administration in the mouth include lozenges comprising the active ingredient 
in a flavoured material, usually sucrose and acacia or tragacanth; pastilles comprising the active ingredient in an inert 
material such as gelatin and glycerin, or sucrose and acacia; and mouth-washes comprising the active ingredient in a 
suitable liquid carrier. 

[0046] Formulations for rectal administration may be presented as a suppository with a suitable base comprising for 
10 example cocoa butter or higher fatty alcohol (e.g. hard wax, European Pharmacopoeia) or triglycerides and saturated 
fatty acids (e.g. Witepsol). 

[0047] Formulations suitable for nasal administration wherein the carrier is a solid include a coarse powder having 
a particle size for example in the range 20 to 500 microns which is administered in the manner in which snuff is taken, 
i.e. by rapid inhalation through the nasal passage from a container of the powder held close up to the nose. Suitable 
is formulations wherein the carrier is a liquid, for administration as a nasal spray or as nasal drops, include aqueous or 
oily solutions of the active ingredient. 

[0048] Formulations suitable for vaginal administration may be presented as pessaries, tampons, creams, gels, 
pastes, foams or spray formulations containing in addition to the active ingredient such carriers as are known in the 
art to be appropriate. 

20 [0049] Formulations suitable for parenteral administration include aqueous and non- aqueous sterile injection solu- 
tions which may contain anti-oxidants, buffers, bacteriostats and solutes which render the formulation isotonic with the 
blood of the intended recipient; and aqueous and non-aqueous sterile suspensions which may include suspending 
agents and thickening agents. The formulations may be presented in unit-dose or multi-dose containers, for example 
sealed ampoules and vials, and may be stored in a freeze-dried (lyophilized) condition requiring only the addition of 

25 the sterile liquid carrier, for example water for injections, immediately prior to use. Extemporaneous injection solutions 
and suspensions may be prepared from sterile powders, granules and tablets of the kind previously described. 
[0050] Preferred unit dosage formulations are those containing a daily dose or sub-dose, as herein above recited, 
or an appropriate fraction thereof, of an active ingredient. 

[0051] It should be understood that in addition to the ingredients particularly mentioned above, the formulations of 
30 this invention may include other agents conventional in the art having regard to the type of formulation in question, for 
example those suitable for oral administration may include flavouring agents. 

[0052] The compounds according to the invention may also be presented for the use in the form of veterinary for- 
mulations, which may be prepared, for example, by methods which are conventional in the art. 
[0053] The present invention further includes a process for the preparation of a compound of formula (I) and salts, 
35 esters or physiologically functional derivatives thereof or a solvate of any of the foregoing, which comprises either- 

(A) reacting a purine base of formula (II) 



40 



45 




(ID 



wherein R 1 , R 2 and R 3 are as hereinbefore defined, or a functionally equivalent thereof with a compound of formula 
so (HI) 



55 
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(III) 



10 



15 



20 



25 



wherein R 9 represents hydrogen or a hydroxy protecting group and A is a phosphate group or salt thereof or a 
purine or pyrimidine moiety other than (II) or a leaving group, to form a compound of formula (I); or 

(B) reacting a compound of formula (IV) 




(IV) 



30 



35 



wherein R 1 , R 2 and R 3 are as hereinbefore defined and Z represents a precursor group for the fluoro atom, with 
agent(s) and/or under conditions serving to convert the precursor group Z to a fluoro atom in the erythro configu- 
ration; 

and thereafter, or simultaneously therewith, effecting one or more of the following optional conversions:- 



40 



45 



50 



55 



(i) removing any remaining protecting group(s); 

(ii) when a compound of formula (I) is formed, converting it into a salt, ester or physiologically functional de- 
rivative thereof; or 

(iii) when a salt, ester or physiologically functional derivative of a compound of formula (I) is formed or a solvate 
of any thereof, converting the derivative into a compound of formula (I) or into a different derivative of the 
compound of formula (I). 

[0054] In the above-described process according to the invention the starting compounds of formulae (II), (III) and 
(IV), as well as the above-mentioned agents and conditions, may be selected from those which are known in the art 
of nucleoside synthetic chemistry. Examples of such conversion procedures are described hereinafter for guidance 
and it will be understood that they may be modified in conventional manner depending on the desired compound of 
formula (I). In particular, where a conversion is described which would otherwise result in the undesired reaction of 
labile groups, then such groups may be protected in conventional manner with subsequent removal of the protecting 
group(s) after completion of the conversion. 

[0055] According to the conditions employed to effect process A, the purine base of formula (II) and the compound 
of formula (III) may or may not be protected using conventional protecting groups, such as acyl groups, for example, 
alkanoyl (for example, acetyl), substituted alkanoyl, such as alkoxyalkanoyl, aroyl (for example, benzoyl), ether groups, 
for example, trialkylsilyl groups, such as t-butyldimethylsilyl or other groups, such as aralkyl (for example, benzyl) or 
a phosphate group. 

[0056] Such groups may be removed by acid or base hydrolysis, hydrogenolysis, or enzymatically, Acyl groups are 
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typically removed by base hydrolysis and sityl groups by acid hydrolysis or fluoride ion. 

[0057] Aralkyl groups such as benzyl are advantageously removed by catalytic hydrogenolysis. 

[0058] Two methods are commonly employed to effect process A, viz enzymatic and chemical. 

[0059] Process (A) may be effected enzymaticalty by, for example, reacting an appropriate purine base of formula 

5 (||), wherein R 1 , R 2 and R 3 are as hereinbefore defined or a functional equivalent of any thereof, for example, a salt 
or protected derivative thereof (see above); with a compound of formula (III) wherein R 9 is hydrogen or a hydroxy 
protecting group (see above) and A is a purine or pyrimidine moiety (other than (II)), a phosphate group or a salt thereof. 
[0060] In the case where A is a purine or pyrimidine moiety (other than (II)), the reaction may be carried out in the 
presence of (i) phosphorylase enzymes, such as purine nucleoside phosphorytase and thymidine phosphorylase and 

10 an in organic phosphate or salt thereof; or (ii) a transferase enzyme, for example, N-deoxyribosyl transferase. 

[0061] In order to obtain the compounds of the invention it is necessary when employing this method that the com- 
pound of formula (III) should be in its p-form. 

[0062] The N-deoxyribosyl transferase may be isolated by standard biochemical techniques from:- 

15 (\) E.coli strain SS6030/14, which expresses lactobacillus enzyme, available from the American Type Culture Col- 

lection (ATCC) Rockville, MD, from 18th July, 1990 under Accession No. ATCC 68367, or 

(ii) E.coli strain SS70-8/15 which expresses lactobacillus enzyme, available from the ATCC from 17th June, 1992 
under Accession No. ATCC 69016. 

20 

[0063] In the case where A represents a phosphate group or a salt thereof, the reaction may be carried out in the 
presence of a single phosphorylase enzyme, such as purine nucleoside phosphorylase. In order to obtain the com- 
pounds of the invention it is necessary when employing this method that the compound of formula (III) should be in its 
a-form. 

25 [0064] Protecting groups may be used in the enzymatic process but in practice have been found to be unnecessary 
and in some cases to be actually disadvantageous in terms of overall yield. 

[0065] Process (A) may be effected chemically by, for example, reacting a compound of formula (II) as hereinbefore 
defined with a compound of formula (III) wherein R 9 is hydrogen or a hydroxy protecting group and A represents a 
suitable leaving group, such as a halogen atom, for example, chlorine, an acyloxy group, such as acetoxy or an alkoxy 
30 group, for example, methoxy, in the presence of a catalyst, such as tin (IV) chloride or trimethylsilyltriflate, in a suitable 
solvent, such as acetonitrile. 

[0066] In contrast to the enzymatic method it has been found that in the chemical process (a) the compounds of 
formula (II) and (III) may advantageously be protected (vide supra ) and (b) the compound of formula (I) so formed is 
a mixture of c^and p-anomers. The p-anomers of the present invention may be obtained by anomeric separation by 
35 methods well known to a skilled person or readily available in the chemical literature, for example, by silica gel column 
chromatography or HPLC. 

[0067] Compounds of formula (II) wherein R 1 , R 2 and R 3 are as hereinbefore defined or a functional equivalent of 
any thereof may be obtained commercially, for example, from the Aldrich Chemical Company or prepared by conven- 
tional methods well known to a skilled person or readily available from the chemical literature, for example, by methods 
40 the same as or analogous to those described in Robins etaj., J.Amer.Chem.Soc., 1 957, 79, 490-494 and Montgomery 
and Temple, J.Amer.Chem.Soc., 1961, 83, 630-635. 

[0068] For example, purine bases wherein R 1 is amino or hydrogen R 3 is hydrogen and R 2 is, for example, methyl- 
mercapto or benzylamino may be obtained commercially from the Aldrich Chemical Co. 

[0069] Purine bases of formula (II) wherein R 1 is amino or hydrogen, R£ is as hereinbefore defined and R 3 is hydrogen 
45 may be conveniently prepared from commercially available 2-amino-6-chloropurine or 6-chloropurine (Sigma Chemical 
Co.). 2-Amino-6-0-substituted purines may be prepared from 2-amino-6-chloropurine by treatment with sodium and 
the appropriate alcohol. For example, 2-amino-6-benzyloxy-purine may be prepared by the reaction of 2-amino-6-chlo- 
ro purine with benzyl alcohol. 2-Amino-6-N-substrtuted purines may be prepared by treatment of 2-amino-6-chloro- 
purine with the appropriate amine or a compound of formula (VI): 

so 



(CH 2 ) n NH (VI) 
ss \ / 



(wherein n is an integer of from 3 to 6) in the presence of an organic solvent, such as acetonitrile, or an alcohol, such 
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as methanol. 

[0070] 2-Amino-6-S-substituted purines may conveniently be prepared by treatment of 2-amino-6-mercapto purine 
with the appropriate moiety having a suitable leaving group. For example, compounds of formula (II) wherein R 1 rep- 
resents -StO^R 6 wherein R 6 is C^q aryl, such as phenyl, may advantageously be prepared by treatment of the 2-ami- 
5 no-6-mercapto-purine with chlorophenyl in an organic solvent, such as acetonitrile, in the presence of an organic base 
such as triethylamine, under nitrogen. 2-Amino-6-mercapto purine may be obtained commercially from the Aldrich 
Chemical Co. 

[0071] Compounds of formula (III) wherein A is a pyrimidine or purine moiety may conveniently be prepared by 
methods well known to a skilled person or readily available from the chemical literature. For example, 2',3'-dideoxy- 
10 3'-fluorouridine may be obtained commercially or prepared by the method described by G. Kowollicket al., JPrakt. 
Chem., 1973, 315(5), 895, 3'-deoxy-3'-fluorothymidine may be prepared by the method described by Etzold et al., 
Tetrahedron, 1 971 , 27, 2463-2472 and 2',3 I -dideoxy-3'-fluoroguanine may be prepared by the method of Herdewijn et 
al., J.Med. Chem., 1988, 31 , 2040-2048. 

[0072] Compounds of formula (III) wherein A represents a phosphate group may be prepared chemically by methods 
is analogous to those available in the chemical literature or from compounds of formula (III) wherein A is a pyrimidine or 
purine moiety by treatment with a phosphorylase enzyme, such as thymidine phosphorylase. 
[0073] Compounds of formula (III) wherein R 9 is as hereinbefore defined and A represents a leaving group, such as 
methoxy, may be obtained commercially or may be prepared according to the method of Asahi Glass as described in 
Japanese Patent Application No. JP01 29390. 
20 [0074] With regard to process (B), this may be effected, for example, by treatment of a compound of formula (IV) in 
which Z represents a leaving group, for example, hydroxy or an organosulphonyloxy, such as methanesulphonyloxy 
or trifluoromethanesulphonyloxy, with an appropriate fluorinating agent, such as diethylaminosulphurtrifluoride, potas- 
sium fluoride, potassium hydrogen fluoride, or tetra-butylammonium fluoride. 

[0075] Compounds of formula (IV) may be prepared by methods well known to a skilled man or readily available 
25 from the chemical literature, for example, by the method of Herdewijn et al., J.Med-Chem., 1988, 31, 2040-2048. 

[0076] Esters according to the invention may be prepared by methods known in the art. For example, by treatment 
of the parent compound of formula (I) with an appropriate esterifying agent, for example, by treatment with an appro- 
priate acid halide, for example, chloride or anhydride. 

[0077] A compound of formula (I) may be converted into a corresponding physiologically acceptable ether of formula 
30 (I), by reaction with an appropriate alkylating agent in a conventional manner. 

[0078] The compounds of formula (I) including esters thereof, may be converted into physiologically acceptable salts 
in a conventional manner, for example, by treatment with an appropriate base. An ester or salt of a compound of formula 
(I) may be converted into the parent compound by, for example, hydrolysis. 

[0079] The following Examples are intended for illustration only and are not intended to limit the scope of the invention 
35 in any way. The term "active ingredient" as used in the Examples means a compound of formula (I), or a salt, ester or 
physiologically functional derivative thereof or a solvate of any thereof. 

Synthetic Examples 

40 [0080] 

A. Preparation of trans-N-deoxyribosylase (E.C, 2.4.2.6) from Esherichia coli 

E.coli strain SS6030/14 or SS70-8/15 was grown overnight (15-20 hr) in a rich medium, such as Luria broth, 
containing 150 g/mL ampicillin. The bacteria were collected from the growth medium by centrifugation at 4°C and 

45 the cell pellet washed with cold, 100 mM sodium phosphate buffer, pH 6.0. A cell extract was prepared by resus- 

pending the washed cell pellet with 0.6-0.8 volumes of cold, 1 00 mM sodium phosphate buffer followed by passage 
of the cell suspension through a French press at 12-14 Kpsi. Whole cells and cell debris were removed by centrif- 
ugation in a 70Ti rotor and 50 Krpm for 90 min. The supernatant obtained following centrifugation was the high 
speed supernatant (HSS). The A^o * or tne HSS was adjusted to equal 180 by addition of cold, 100 mM sodium 

50 phosphate buffer. The diluted HSS was adjusted to 0.2% PEI (polyethyleneimine), incubated at 4°C for 15-30 min 

and then centrifuged. The supernatant obtained following the PEI precipitation was adjusted to 30% saturation 
with respect to (NH 4 ) 2 S0 4 , incubated at 4°C for 60-90 min and then centrifuged to pellet the protein. The protein 
precipitated with 30% (NH 4 ) 2 S0 4 was slowly dissolved in 100 mM sodium phosphate buffer (pH 6.0) and then 
dialyzed against 2 to 6 liters of the same buffer. 

55 After dialysis, the precipitate that formed was removed by centrifugation. The supernatant containing enzyme 

was heated 5-10 min in a 60° C water bath followed by a 20 min incubation in a ice/water slurry. The precipitate 
that formed during the heat treatment step was removed by centrifugation. The supernatant contained trans-N- 
deoxyribosylase which was used for nucleoside synthesis. 
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The trans-N-deoxyribosylase activity of each enzyme preparation was quantitated using deoxyinosine and 
cytosine as substrates in the xanthine oxidase coupled assay system described by Cardinaud, R. 1 978. Nucleoside 
Deoxyribosyltransferase from Lactobacillus hetveticus . Methods Enzymol. 51 :446-455. 

E.coli strain SS6030/14 was deposited at the American Type Culture Collection (ATCC) Rockville, MD 
5 20852-1776 on 18th July, 1990 under Accession No. ATCC 68367 and E.coli strain SS70-8/15 was deposited at 

the ATCC Rockville, MD 20852-1776 on 17th June, 1992, under Accession No. ATCC 69016. 

Example 1 

10 2-AmincH6-benzvloxv-9-(2,3-dideoxv-3-fluorO'B-D-ervthro-pentofuranosvl)-9H-purine 

[0081] 2-Amino-6-benzyloxy-9H-purine was prepared by nucleophilic displacement ot the chlorine group on 2-amino- 
6-chloropurine by the anion ot benzyl alcohol (Aldrich Chemical Company). The anion was generated with NaH in 
tetrahydrofuran. 

is [0082] 2-Amino-6-benzyloxy-9H-purine (0.60g 2.5 mmoles) and 2 , ,3'-dideoxy-3'-fluorouridine (0.5g 2.2 mmoles) 
were suspended in potassium phosphate buffer (10 mM) 50 ml, pH 6.8, containing 0.04% potassium azide. Purified 
purine nucleoside phosphorylase (1070) I.U.) and thymidine phosphorylase (400 I.U.) (Krenitsky etal, Biochemistry , 
20 , 3615 (1981) and US Patent 4,381,344) were added to the reaction mixture and the suspension stirred at 37°C. 
After 24 hours, additional thymidine phosphorylase (2000 I.U.) was added and, after 14 days, an additional 10 mM 

20 potassium phosphate buffer 25 ml, pH 6.8, containing 0.04% potassium azide was added. Additional purine nucleoside 
phosphorylase (5400 I.U.) and thymidine phosphorylase (2000 I.U.) were added after 17 days. After a total reaction 
time of 33 days, denatured protein was removed by filtration. The precipitate was washed with methanol until all the 
UV absorbing material was eluted from the precipitate. The filtrate was diluted with water until the methanol content 
was <10% and this diluted sample was applied to a series of coupled columns. The initial column contained AG1-X2 

25 (2.5 x 1 0 cm, OH form) while the second column contained XAD-2 (2.5 x 20 cm). After sample application, the columns 
were washed with water 800 ml and the product eluted with methanol. Product-containing fractions were flash chro- 
matographed on silica gel (2.5 x 20 cm) using dichloromethane:methanol (9:1 ). Solvent was removed and lyophilization 
yielded 2-amino-6-benzyloxy-9-(2,3-dideoxy-3-fluoro-p-D-erythro-pentofuranc«yl)-9H (0.49 g). 



Elemental analysis for C^H^FNgO^O.OSHgO 


Calculated 
Found 


C56.68; H,5.06; F,5.27; N, 19.44 
C56.71; H.5.14; F.5.11; N, 19.28 



35 [0083] 1 H NMR and mass spectral data were consistent with the structure. 
Example 2 

2-Aminc-6-azetidinvl-9-(2,3-dideoxv-3-fluoro-p-D-erythrchpentofuranosvl)-9H-purine 

40 

[0084] 2-Amino-6-azetidinyl-9H-purine was prepared by displacement of the chlorine group on 2-amino-6-chlorop- 
urine (Aldrich Chemical Company) by azetidine (Aldrich Chemical Company). 

2- Amino-6-azetidinyl-9H-purine (0.50g, 2.6 mmoles) and ^'-dideoxy-S'-fluorouridine (0.71 g, 3.1 mmoles) were sus- 
pended in 50 ml, 10 mM potassium phosphate buffer, pH 7.0, containing 0.04% potassium azide. Purine nucleoside 

45 phosphorylase (1120 I.U.) and thymidine phosphorylase (10,000 I.U.) (Krenitsky et al., Biochemistry , 20, 3615 (1981) 
and US Patent 4,381 ,344) immobilized on DEAE cellulose was added to the reaction and the suspension was stirred 
at 45° C. After 7 days, 1 70ml MeOH was added to the reaction. The reaction was applied to a column containing AG 1 -X2 
(OH- form, 2.5 x 10 cm) and eluted with MeOH. Fractions containing product were pooled, concentrated, and flash 
chromatographed on silica gel (2.5 x 20 cm) with dichloromethane:- acetone (7:3). Fractions containing product were 

so pooled, concentrated, and flash chromatographed a second time on silica gel (2.5 x 20 cm) with dichloromethane: 
methanol (96:4). Solvent was removed and lyophilization yielded 0.566g of 2-amino-6-azetidinyl-9-(2,3-dideoxy- 

3- tluoro-p-D-erythro-pentofuranosyl)-9H-purine (68%): mp 127-129°C; TLC R f 0.70 (silica gel, MeCN:15N NH 4 OH: 
H 2 O/85:5:10); [a] D ^5.9 (c=0.51, DMF);UV (e x 10* 3 ) at pH 7, 285 (17.2); at pH 13, 285 (16.5); 1 H NMR (300 
MHz, DMSO-dg) 57.91 (s, 1H, H 8 ), 6.20 (dd, 1H, H n „ J=9.4 Hz, J=5.6 Hz), 5.91 (b, 2H, Nl-y, 5.46-5.49 (m, 1H, OH 5 ,), 

ss 5.38 (dd, 1H, H 3 „ J=53.8 Hz, J=4.3 Hz), 4.12-4.35 (b, 5H, H 4 , and azetidinyl group), 3.5 (t, 2H, H 5 , and H 5 ., J-4.9 Hz), 
2.80-2.95 and 2.53-2.62 (m, 2H, H 2 , and H 2 -), and 2.33-2.43 (m, 2H, azetidinyl group); 
MS (ci) 309 (M+1), 289 (M-F), 191 (MH 2 -C 5 H 8 F0 2 ). Anal. 
(C 13 H 17 FN 6 0 2 0.65H 2 0) C, H, F, N. Calculated (Found): 



11 



EP 0 625 158 B1 



C, 48.79 (48.87); H, 5.76 (5.37); F, 5.94 (6.26); N, 26.26 (25.89) 

Example 3 

Tablet Formulations 

[0085] The following formulations A, B and C are prepared by wet granulation of the ingredients with a solution of 
povidone, followed by addition of the magnesium stearate and compression. 



Formulation A 






mg/tablet 


mg/tablet 


(a) 


Active ingredient 


250 


250 


(b) 


Lactose B.R 


210 


26 


(c) 


Povidone BP. 


15 


9 


(d) 


Sodium Starch Glycol late 


20 


12 


(e) 


Magnesium Stearate 


5 


3 






500 


300 



Formulation B 






mg/tablet 


mg/tablet 


(a) 


Active ingredient 


250 


250 


(b) 


Lactose 


150 




(c) 


Avicel PH101 


60 


26 


(d) 


Povidone B.P. 


15 


9 


(e) 


Sodium Starch Glycol late 


20 


12 


(0 


Magnesium Stearate 


5 


3 






5(X) 


300 



Formulation C 




mg/tablet 


Active ingredient 


100 


Lactose 


200 


Starch 


50 


Povidone 


5 


Magnesium stearate 


4 




359 



[0086] The following formulations, D and E, are prepared by direct compression of the admixed ingredients. 



Formulation D 




mg/capsule 


Active Ingredient 


250 


Pregelatinised Starch NF15 


150 




400 
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Formulation E 




mg/capsule 


Active Ingredient 


250 


Lactose 


150 


Avicel 


100 




500 



Formulation F (Controlled Release Formulation) 

[0087] The formulation is prepared by wet granulation of the following ingredients with a solution of povidone followed 
by addition of the magnesium stearate and compression. 





mg/tablet 


(a) Active Ingredient 


500 


(b) Hydroxy propylmethylcellulose (Methocel K4M Premium) 


112 


(c) Lactose B.R 


53 


(d) Povidone B.P.C. 


28 


(e) Magnesium Stearate 


7 




700 



[0088] Drug release takes place over a period of about 6-8 hours and is complete after 12 hours. 
Example 4 

Capsule Formulations 
Formulation A 

[0089] A capsule formulation is prepared by admixing the ingredients of Formulation D in Example 3 above and filling 
into two-part hard gelatin capsule. 



Formulation B 






mg/capsule 


(a) 


Active ingredient 


250 


(b) 


Lactose B.P 


143 


(c) 


Sodium Starch Glycol late 


25 


(d) 


Magnesium Stearate 


2 






420 



[0090] Capsules are prepared by admixing the above ingredients and filling into two-part hard gelatin capsules. 



Formulation C 






mg/capsule 


(a) 


Active ingredient 


250 


(b) 


Macrogol 4000 BP 


350 






600 



[0091] Capsules are prepared by melting the Macrogol 4000 BP, dispersing the active ingredient in the melt and 
filling the melt into two-part hard gelatin capsules. 
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Formulation D 




mg/capsule 


Active ingredient 


250 


Lecithin 


100 


Arachis Oil 


100 




450 



[0092] Capsules are prepared by dispersing the active ingredient in the lecithin and arachis oil and filling the disper- 
sion into soft, elastic gelatin capsules. 

Formulation E (Controlled Release Capsule) 

[0093] The following controlled release capsule formulation is prepared by extruding ingredients (a), (b) and (c) using 
an extruder, followed by spheronisation of the extrudate and drying. The dried pellets are then coated with the release- 
controlling membrane (d) and filled into two-piece, hard gelatin capsules. 



mg/capsule 


(a) 


Active Ingredient 


250 


(b) 


Microcrystalline Cellulose 


125 


(c) 


Lactose BP 


125 


(d) 


Ethyl Cellulose 


13 






513 



Example 5 

Injectable Formulation 
[0094] 



Formulation A 


Active ingredient 


0.200g 


Hydrochloric acid solution, 0.1M 


q.s. to pH 4.0 to 7.0 


Sodium hydroxide solution, 0.1 M 


q.s. topH 4.0 to 7.0 


Sterile water 


q.s. to 1 0ml 



[00%] The active ingredient is dissolved in most of the water (35°-40°C) and the pH adjusted to between 4.0 and 
7.0 using the hydrochloric acid or the sodium hydroxide as appropriate. The batch is then made up to volume with the 
water and filtered through a sterile micropore filter into a sterile amber glass vial 10ml and sealed with sterile closures 
and overseals. 



Formulation B 


Active ingredient 


0.125 g 


Sterile, pyrogen-free, pH 7 phosphate buffer, 


q.s. to 25 ml 



Example 6 
[0096] 



Intramuscular injection 


Active Ingredient 
Benzyl Alcohol 


0.20 g 
0.10 g 



14 
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tr U t>£.o loo Dl 




(continued) 




Intramuscular injection 


Glycofurol 75 


1-45g 


Water for I njection q.s. to 


3.00 ml 



[0097] The active ingredient is dissolved in the glycofurol. The benzyl alcohol is then added and dissolved, and water 
added to 3 ml. The mixture is then filtered through a sterile micropore filter and sealed in sterile amber glass vials 3 ml. 

10 

Example 7 
[0098] 



Syrup 


Active ingredient 


0.25 g 


Sorbitol Solution 


0.10 g 


Glycerol 


2.00 g 


Sodium Benzoate 


0.005 g 


Flavour, Peach 17.42.3169 


0.0125 ml 


Purified Water q.s. to 


5.00 ml 



[0099] The active ingredient is dissolved in a mixture of the glycerol and most of the purified water. An aqueous 
solution of the sodium benzoate is then added to the solution, followed by addition of the sorbitol solution and finally 
the flavour. The volume is made up with purified water and mixed well. 

Example 8 



30 [0100] 



Suppository 




mg/suppository 


Active Ingredient 

Hard Fat, BP (Witepsol H15 - Dynamit Nobel) 


250 
1770 
2020 



[0101] One-fifth of the Witepsol H15 is melted in a steam-jacketed pan at 45°C maximum. The active ingredient is 
40 sifted through a 200 \im sieve and added to the molten base with mixing, using a Silverson fitted with a cutting head, 
until a smooth dispersion is achieved. Maintaining the mixture at 45°C, the remaining Witepsol H15 is added to the 
suspension and stirred to ensure a homogenous mix. The entire suspension is passed through a 250 ^im stainless 
steel screen and, with continuous stirring, is allowed to cool to 40°C. At a temperature of 38°C to 40°C, 2.0g of the 
mixture is filled into suitable, 2 ml plastic moulds. The suppositories are allowed to cool to room temperature. 

45 

Example 9 



[0102] 



Pessaries 




mg/pessary 


Active ingredient 


250 


Anhydrate Dextrose 


380 


Potato Starch 


363 


Magnesium Stearate 


7 




1000 



15 



EP 0 625 158 B1 



[0103] The above ingredients are mixed directly and pessaries prepared by direct compression of the resulting mix- 
ture. 

Example 10 

5 

Antiviral testing 
[0104] 

10 a) Antiviral Activity Against Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) . 

Anti-HIV activity of compounds of formula (I) was determined using the method of Averett D.R., 1 989, J.Virol. 
Methods, 23, pp263-276, by measuring the ability of the compound to reverse the cytopathic effect of HIV infection. 
This was determined by a quantitative assessment of cell growth monitored at the fifth day post infection by a 
propidium iodide dye uptake test. MT4 cells were incubated with lOOXTClDgo of HIV-1 (strain 3B) or HI V-2 (Zagury 

is strain) for one hour prior to addition of the compound in six different concentrations varying from 2 to 200 uM The 

cells were allowed to incubate for five days at 37°C. On day 5, NP-40, a detergent, was added to a final concen- 
tration of 0.5% immediately prior to analysis. Cell number was determined using a method which measures the 
fluorescence of a dye (propidium iodide) which binds to DNA. Since the amount of DNA is directly proportional to 
cell number, this fluorescence assay is an indication of celt growth. While uninfected cells double in cell number 

20 several times during the five days duration of the assay, HIV-infected cells grow very little, if at all. A compound 

which reverses the cytopathic effect of HIV would allow for rapid cell growth, approaching that of the mock-infected 
cells. 

The antiviral effect of a drug is reported as an IC^, i.e. as the inhibitory concentration that would protect 50% 
of the cells from cell killing, measured as 50% of that cell growth determined for uninfected MT4 cell controls. 

25 

b) Antiviral Activity Against Hepatitis B Virus (HBV) 

Anti-HBV activity of compounds of formula (I) was determined using a method described by Korba B.E. and 
Milman G., Antiviral Research, 1991, Vol.15, pp21 7-228. 

The assay utilises the human HBV producer cell line of HepG2, 2.2.15, described and characterized by Sells 

30 etal ., PNAS 84, 1 005 (1 987) and J. Virol. 62, 2836 (1 988), has been shown to share many characteristics of the 

HBV chronically infected hepatocyte. It is infectious as demonstrated by the ability to cause disease in chimpan- 
zees. This cell line was utilized in vitro to identify compounds with anti-HBV activity. 

To test compounds for antiviral activity, monolayer cultures were treated with the compound (50-200 u,M), for 
9 days. Supernatant media containing extracellular virion DNA (Dane particles) were harvested on days 0, 4 and 

35 9, treated with proteinase K (1 mg/mL) and sodium dodecyl sulfate (1 %), and incubated at 50°C for one hour. DNA 

was extracted with equal volumes of phenol followed by chloroform and then precipitated using ammonium acetate 
and propanol. The DNA precipitate was dissolved and collected on nitrocellulose using the procedure of Schleicher 
and Schuell (S & S, 10 Optical Ave., Keene, NH 03431, Publication 700, 1987), and treated as described by 
Southern in J. Mol. Biol. 98, 503 (1975). Cells were harvested and the intracellular DNA obtained after cell lysis 

40 with guanidine isothiocyanate. The intracellular DNA was handled in the same manner as the extracellular DNA. 

After precipitation by ammonium acetate and propanol, the intracellular DNA precipitate was dissolved, cut by 
restriction endonuclease, Hind III, applied to agarose gel and then treated as described by Southern to determine 
the quantity of replicative intermediate forms. The antiviral effect of the drug was determined by measuring at least 
a 100-fold reduction in the amount of Dane particles extruded into the culture medium and a similar decrease in 

45 the intracellular replicative intermediates. 



Extracellular HBV DNA (pg/ml, Culture Medium) 
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Claims 

1. A compound of formula (I): 

5 

R 2 



10 



15 




wherein R 1 is amino; R 2 represents -NR 4 R 5 wherein R 4 and R 5 together with the N atom to which they are attached 
form a 4-membered heterocyclic ring, which ring is bonded to the purine base via the nitrogen atom or -OFP where 
20 r 8 represents cycloalkyl alky! or C^q aryl C,_ 3 alkyl and R 3 is hydrogen; 

or a physiologically functional derivative thereof. 

2. A compound according to claim 1 selected from: 

25 2-amino-6-benzytoxy-9-(2,3Kjideoxy-3-fluoro-p-D-erythro-pento-furanosyl)-9H-purine; 

2-amino^^etidinyl-9-(2,3<Jideoxy-3-fluoro-^ 

and physiologically functional derivatives thereof. 

30 3. A physiologically functional derivative of a compound of formula (I) according to any one of claims 1 or 2. 

4. A pharmaceutical formulation comprising a compound according to any one of Claims 1 to 3 together with a phar- 
maceutically acceptable carrier therefore. 

55 5. A compound according to any one of Claims 1 to 3 or a formulation according to Claim 4 for use in therapy 

6. A compound according to any one of Claims 1 to 3 or a formulation according to Claim 4 for use as an antiviral agent. 

7. Use of a compound according to any one of Claims 1 to 3 or a formulation according to Claim 4 for the manufacture 
40 of a medicament for the treatment or prophylaxis of a virus infection. 

8. Use of a compound or formulation as claimed in Claim 7 wherein the virus infection is a hepatitis virus or retrovirus 
infection. 

45 9. Use of a compound or formulation as claimed in Claim 7 wherein the virus infection is a hepatitis B virus or a 
human immunodeficiency virus infection. 

10. A process for the preparation of a compound of formula (I) 

50 
55 
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R 2 




F 



wherein R 1 is amino; R 2 represents -NR^ 5 wherein R 4 and R 5 together with the N atom to which they are attached 
form a 4-membered heterocyclic ring, which ring is bonded to the purine base via the nitrogen atom or -ORP where 
R 8 represents cycloalkyl alky I or Cg_ 10 aryl alkyl and R 3 is hydrogen; 
or a physiologically functional derivative thereof 
which comprises: 

(A) reacting a purine base of formula (II): 



R 2 




wherein R 1 , R 2 and R 3 are as defined in Claim 1 , or a functional equivalent thereof, with a compound of formula 
(III): 




F 



wherein R 9 represents hydrogen or a hydroxy protecting group and A is a phosphate group or salt thereof or 
a purine or pyrimidine moiety other than (II) or a leaving group, to form a compound of formula (I); or 

(B) reacting a compound of formula (IV): 
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wherein R 1 , R 2 and R 3 are as defined in Claim 1 and Z represents a precursor group for the fluoro atom with 
agent(s) and/or under conditions serving to convert the precursor group Z to a fluoro atom in the erythro 
configuration; and thereafter, or simultaneously therewith, effecting one or more of the following optional con- 
versions: - 

(i) removing any remaining protecting group(s); 

(ii) when a compound of formula (I) is formed, converting it into a salt, ester or physiologically functional 
derivative of a compound of formula (I); or 

(iii) when a salt, ester or physiologically functional derivative of a compound of formula (I) or a solvate of 
any thereof is formed, converting the derivative into a compound of formula (I) or into a different derivative 
of the compound of formula (I). 

11. A process as claimed in claim 10 for the preparation of 

2-amino-64)enzyfoxy-9-(2,!Wideoxy-3-fluoro-p- 

2-amino^-azetidinyl-9-(2,3<lideoxy-3-fluoro-p-D-erythro-pento-furanosyl)-9^-purine; 
and physiologically functional derivatives thereof. 

Patentanspruche 

1. Verbindung mit der Formel (I): 



R 2 




F 



worin R 1 , Amino ist; R 2 -NI^R 5 , wobei R 4 und R 5 zusammen mit dem Stickstoffatom, an das sie gebunden 
sind, einen viergliedrigen heterocyclischen Ring bilden, welcher Ring an die Purinbase uber das Stickstoffatom 
gebunden ist, Oder -OR 8 bedeutet, worin R 8 C^-Cycbalkyl-C^-alkyl Oder C^Q-Aryl-C^-alkyl ist und R 3 Was- 
serstoff ist; 

oder ein physiologisch wirksames Derivat davon. 

2. Verbindung gemaB Anspruch 1, ausgewahtt aus 

2-Aminc^6-benzoytoxy-9-(2,3<lideoxy-3-tluor-p-D-erythro-pentofuranosyl)-9H-purin; 
2-Amino-6-azetidinyl-9-(2,3-dideoxy-3-fluor-p-D-erythro-pentofuranosyl)-9H-purin; 

und physiologisch wirksame Derivate da von. 

3. Physiobgisch wirksames Derivat einer Verbindung mit der Formel (I) gemaB einem der Anspruche 1 Oder 2. 

4. Pharmazeutische Formulierung, umfassend eine Verbindung gemaB einem der Anspruche 1 bis 3, zusammen mit 
einem pharmazeutisch vertraglichen Tragerdafur. 

5. Verbindung gemaB einem der Anspruche 1 bis 3 oder eine Formulierung gemaB Anspruch 4 zur Verwendung in 
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der Therapie. 

6. Verbindung gemaB einem der Anspruche 1 bis 3 oder eine Formulierung gemaB Anspruch 4 zur Verwendung als 
ant ivi rales MitteL 

7. Verwendung einer Verbindung gemaB einem der Anspruche 1 bis 3 oder einer Formulierung gemaB Anspruch 4 
zur Herstellung eines Medikaments zur Behandlung oder Prophylaxe von Virusinfektionen. 

8. Verwendung einer Verbindung oder Formulierung wie in Anspruch 7 beansprucht, wobei die Virusinfektion eine 
Hepatitisvirus- oder Retrovirusinfektion ist. 

9. Verwendung einer Verbindung oder Formulierung wie in Anspruch 7 beansprucht, bei der die Virusinfektion ein 
Hepatitis-B- Virus- oder eine Human Immunodeficiency-Vlrus-lnfektion ist 

10. Verfahren zur Herstellung einer Verbindung mit der Formel (I) 



R 2 




F 



worin R 1 , Amino ist; R 2 -NI^R 5 , wobei R 4 und R 5 zusammen mit dem Stickstoffatom, an das sie gebunden 
sind, ein en viergliedrigen heterocycfischen Ring bilden, welcher Ring an die Purinbase Qber das Stickstoffatom 
gebunden ist, oder -OR 8 bedeutet, worin R 8 C^-Cycloalkyl-C^-alkyl oder C^Q-Ary l-C,_ 3 -alkyl ist und R 3 Was- 
serstoff ist; 

oder eines physiologisch wirksamen Derivats davon, umfassend 
(A) Umsetzen einer Purinbase mit der Formel (II): 



R 2 




worin R 1 , R 2 und R 3 wie in Anspruch 1 definiert sind, oder eines f unktionellen Aquivalents davon mit 
einer Verbindung mit der Formel (III): 




worin R 9 Wasserstoff oder eine Hydroxyschutzgruppe bedeutet und A eine Phosphatgruppe oder ein 
Salz davon, oder eine von (II) verschiedene Pyrimidingruppe, oder eine Abgangsgruppe ist, um eine Verbin- 
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dung mit der Formel (I) zu emalten; oder 

(B) Umsetzen einer Verbindung mit der Formel (IV): 



R 2 




Z 



worin R 1 , R 2 und R 3 wie in Anspruch 1 definiert sind, und Z eine Vorlaufergruppe fur das Fluoratom ist, 
mit Mitteln und/oder unter Bedingungen, unter denen die Vorlaufergruppe Z in ein Fluoratom in Erythrokonfi- 
guration uberfuhrt werden kann und anschlieBend oder gleichzeitig damit Durchfuhren einer oder mehrerer 
der folgenden optionalen Umwandlungen 

(i) Entfemen vorbliebener Schutzgruppen; 

(ii) wenn eine Verbindung mit der Formel (I) gebildet wird, deren Uberf uhrung in ein Salz, einen Ester oder 
physiologisch wirksames Derivat einer Verbindung mit der Formel (I), oder 

(iii) wenn ein Salz, Ester oder physiologisch wirksames Derivat einer Verbindung mrt der Formel (I) oder 
ein Solvat da von, gebildet wird, Uberfuhren des Derivats in eine Verbindung mit der Formel (I) oder in ein 
anderes Derivat einer Verbindung mrt der Formel (I). 

11. Verfahren gemaB Anspruch 10 zur Herstellung von 

2-Aminch6-benzoyloxy-9-(2,3<lideoxy-3-fluor-p-D-erythro-pentofuranosyl)-9H-purin; 
2-Amino-6-azetidinyl-9-(2,3-dideoxy-3-fluor^ 

und physiologisch wirksame Derivate davon. 

Revendications 

1 . Compose de la formula (I) 



R 2 




F 



dans laquelle R 1 represente le radical amino, R 2 represente un groupe -NI^R 5 ou R 4 et R 5 forment, ensemble 
avec I'atome d'azote auquel ils sont attaches, un noyau h6t6rocyclique k 4 chainons, lequel noyau est Ii6 k la base 
purine par I'atome d'azote, ou -OR 8 ou R 8 represente un groupe cycloalkyl(C 3 -C 6 )alkyle(C 1 -C 3 ) ou aryl(C 6 -C 10 ) 
a\\^\e(C^-C 3 ) t et R 3 represente un atome d'hydrogene, 
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ou un derive physiologiquement fonctionne! de ce compose. 

2. Compos6 suivant la revendication 1 , choisi parmi les suivants : 

5 2-amino-6-ben2yfoxy-9-(2,3<iidesoxy-3-fluoro-[^D^^ 
2-amino-6-azetidinyl-9-(2,3-didesoxy-3-f^ 

et leurs derives physiologiquement foncttonnels. 

10 3. Derive physiologiquement fonctionnel d'un compose de la formule (I) suivant Tune que Icon que des revendications 
1 et2. 

4. Composition pharmaceutique comprenant un compose suivant I'une quelconque des revendications 1 a 3, en 
meme temps qu'un excipient ou vehicule pharmaceutiquement acceptable pour ce compost. 

75 

5. Compose suivant Tune quelconque des revendications 1 a 3, ou une composition suivant la revendication 4, en 
vue de leur utilisation dans le domaine therapeutique. 

6. Compose suivant i'une quelconque des revendications 1 a 3, ou une composition suivant la revendication 4, en 
20 vue de les utiliser a titre d'agents antiviraux. 

7. Utilisation d'un compos6 suivant I'une quelconque des revendications 1 a 3, ou d'une composition suivant la re- 
vendication 4, en vue de la fabrication d'un medicament destine au traitement ou a la prophylaxie d'une infection 
virale. 

25 

8. Utilisation d'un compose ou d'une composition suivant la revendication 7, caract6risee en ce que ('infection virale 
est une infection due au virus de ('hepatite ou a un retrovirus. 

9. Utilisation d'un compose ou d'une composition suivant la revendication 7, caract§ris6e en ce que I'infection virale 
30 est une infection par le virus de ('hepatite B ou par le virus de I'immunodeficience humaine. 

10. ProcedS pour la preparation d'un compose de la formule (I) 




dans laquelle R 1 represente le radical amino, R 2 represente un groupe -NR 4 R 5 ou R 4 et R 5 torment, ensemble 
avec I'atome d'azote auquel ils sont attaches, un noyau heterocyclique a 4 chaTnons, lequel noyau est lie a la base 
so purine par I'atome d'azote, ou -OR 8 ou R 8 represente un groupe cycloalkyl(C 3 -C 6 )alkyle(C 1 -C 3 ) ou aryl(C 6 -C 10 ) 

alkyle(C 1 -C 3 ), et R 3 represente un atome d'hydrogene, 
ou un derive physiologiquement fonctionnel de ce compose, 
caracterise en ce que : 

ss (A) on fart reagir une base du type purine de la formule (II) 
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R 2 




dans laquelle R 1 , R 2 et R 3 possfcdent les significations, telles que definies dans la revendication 1, ou un 
compose fonctionnellement equivalent d'une telle base, avec un compose de la formule (III) 



F 

dans laquelle R 9 represente un atome d'hydrogene ou un groupe protegeant la fonction hydroxyle et A repre- 
sente un radical phosphate ou un sel de celui-ci, ou un groupement purine ou pyrimidine autre que (II) ou un 
groupe sortant (labile) pour former un compose de la formule (I); ou bien 
(B) on fait reagir un compose de la formule (IV) 



(in) 




dans laquelle R 1 , R 2 et R 3 sont tels que definis dans la revendication 1 et Z represente un groupe precurseur 
de I'atome de fluor, avec un ou des agents et/ou dans des conditions qui servent a convertir le groupe pre- 
curseur Z en un atome de fluor en configuration erythro; 

et, ensuite, ou simultanement k cette operation, on realise une ou plusieurs des conversions facultatives 
suivantes : 

(i) elimination de n'importe quel(s) groupe(s) protecteur(s) residuel(s); 

(ii) torsqu'un compose de la formule (I) est forme, on le convertit en un sel, un ester ou uh derive physio- 
logiquement fonctionnel de celui-ci; ou bien 

(iii) torsqu'un sel, un ester ou un derive physiologiquement fonctionnel d'un compose de la formule (I) est 
form^, ou un solvate de n'importe lesquels de ceux-ci, on op&re la conversion du derive en un compose 
de la formule (I) ou en derive different du compose de la formule (I). 

Precede su'rvant la revendication 10, pour la preparation des composes qui suivent : 

2-amino-6-benzytoxy-9-(2,3-didesoxy-3-fluoro 

2-amino-6-azetidinyl-9-(2,3-didesoxy-3-fluoro-p-D-(erythropentofurannosyl)-9H-purine; 
et de leurs derives physiologiquement fonctionnels. 
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